
Morning Star – Gambeh Then’: Interpretive Platform
Alex Janvier’s masterpiece Morning Star was created and unveiled 20 years ago. Since then, the 19 metre wide circular painting on the domed ceiling of the River View Salon at the end of the Grand Hall has become a favourite feature of the Canadian Museum of Civilization. Here, visitors gaze up in awe at a deeply symbolic work of art that echoes the themes of the Museum’s permanent exhibitions on Canadian and First Peoples history.
To celebrate this milestone anniversary, the Museum has launched an interpretive platform titled Morning Star – Gambeh Then’ (the painting’s title in the artist’s Dene language). This new interpretive feature not only makes the artwork accessible to more Canadians, but also enhances their enjoyment and understanding of the spectacular abstract mural. This technology exemplifies the Museum’s shift toward new and innovative museological approaches to complement traditional exhibitions. 
The new interpretive platform for smartphones, tablets, laptop and desktop computers is accessible from anywhere — on site, on the bus or at home — via the Museum’s website, Civilization.ca. It offers actual and virtual visitors a multilayered experience that allows them to explore the artwork in depth through different content and features. 
First, there is a welcome screen, followed by a visual layer that provides 360-degree views of the painting and allows users to zoom in to any area to examine its bold colours and fine details.

Next, an interpretive layer explains the meaning of the imagery and other symbolic elements found in Morning Star. Users can access a range of multimedia resources for added context, including interviews with the artist, photos and more.

Finally, a sharing component engages users through mobile technology and invites their input both on site and at home.
In conjunction with the website, visitors to the Museum will also find a new lounge area from which to view Morning Star. This comfortable space, featuring free WiFi access, is an ideal spot to sit back with a smartphone or tablet and discover the painting, guided by the interpretive platform.

